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Translation Notes 


Shuzo Oshimi uses minute details in the contemporary Tokyo setting of 
Happiness to convey nuances of both story and character, many аа 
тау be unfamiliar to поп-Јарапезе readers. Here are brief notes on some of 
these details. 


There are 5 of us!, page 7 
This billboard is an homage to a 
short manga called Lunn Flies into 
the Wind, written by Osamu Tezuka 
[creator of Astro Boy, Kimba the 
White Lion, Phoenix, and countless 
Сек | other classics) and published іп 
| _ М] Monthly Shonen Jump magazine in 

ша i | 1979. It tells the story of a teenage 
1 2424222 boy who falls in love with a girl in 

: ДЕ А a coffee advertisement ће spots on 
the street (which looks exactly like 
this one), eventually seeing her as 
his only confidante in life. An anime 
version, also directed by Tezuka, 
was released in 1985. 
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бАУЕ ІТ ТО НІМ А PEE ^ 
ЖАУУ DAY OF 
WITH SOAE Ж MIDDLE 
CHOCOLATE. | SCHOOL... 


Valentine's Day, page 132 

Valentine's Day was largely introduced to the Japanese public by candy 
makers and retailers in the 1950s and '60s. In Japan, it's traditional for 
women ю give letters and chocolate to men on the big day, rather than the 
other way around. Men then repay the favor with chocolate of their own on 
March 1 4th, or "White Day", a holiday entirely invented by Japanese retailers. 


HAPPINESS 


PRAISE FOR 'EHETANIME! 
“This series never fails to “A very funny look at what happens when 
put a smile on my face." two strange and strangely well-suited people 
-Dramatic Reviews try to navigate the thorny path to true love 


— 


g together.” 
( «С =) -Anime News Network 


Ж 


Mizutani Shizuku is а grade-obsessed student with no friends. 
Fate brings these two together to form the most unlikely pair. Haru 
firmly believes he's in love with Mizutani and she firmly believes 


he's insane. KODANSHA 
COMICS 


© Robico / Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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С “The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 

manga like this." 


-Manga Book- 
| shelf 


and biting social ل‎ я” 
commentary... delivers - У very powerful 
in its depth of cha. 7۳ тов = E story about being 
acter and emotional | different and the con- 
strength." Comics ||| sequences of childhood 
Bulletin 88) bullying... Read it.” 
|| -Апіте News 
Network 


ІШ | 
27 


— АЙ 4 M — = 
Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can't hear, enters his еје- 
mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 
and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 
But the children's cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 
school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat- 
er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 
or is it too late? 


Available now in print and digitally! 
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DON'T MISS THE MOST ACCLAIMED 
ACTION MANGA OF 2013! 


"Gripping doesnt begin to describe Vinland Saga. 
—ICv2 


5 stars.” 


“Deeply engrossing... If you have any interest at 
allin Vikings, the Medieval period, or pirates, this 
is not a series you want to miss." 

— Anime News Network 
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"Ihe art is gorgeous, a combination of beautiful 
cartooning and realistic backgrounds. Yukimura 
is also a master of pacing, both in frenetic battle 
scenes and charged emotional moments." 


— Faith Erin Hicks, Friends With Boys 


“For those who love Berserk, you'll love this too... 
Worth the long wait." 
--А Case Suitable for Treatment 


"It will be impossible to stop watching this story 
unfold." --Тарап Media Arts Awards jury 
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ICHIRO INUYASHIKI IS DOWN ON HIS LUCK. HE LOOKS MUCH 
OLDER THAN HIS 58 YEARS, HIS CHILDREN DESPISE HIM, AND 
HIS WIFE THINKS HE'S A USELESS COWARD. SO WHEN HE'S 
DIAGNOSED WITH STOMACH CANCER AND GIVEN THREE MONTHS 
TO LIVE, IT SEEMS THE ONLY ONE WHO'LL MISS HIM IS HIS DOG. 


THEN A BLINDING LIGHT FILLS THE SKY, AND THE OLD MAN 
IS KILLED... ONLY TO WAKE UP LATER IN A BODY HE ALMOST 
RECOGNIZES AS HIS OWN. CAN IT BE THAT ICHIRO INUYASHIKI 
IS NO LONGER HUMAN? 
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